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Developing a VR Application
for Understanding Sensory Disabilities
among Non-Disabled Individuals

Kazuo SAKUMAT! and Akiyo MaTsumoTo 1

We have developed a VR application software capable of providing accurate
and effective disability experiences. The purpose is to promote understanding
of visual and hearing impairments by solving the problems of conventional dis-
ability experience methods. We have conducted a questionnaire survey of the
participants and have examined its effectiveness in improving their understand-
ing of disability and reducing social barriers. The results have suggested that
many experiencers have gained a better understanding of disability and expect
to reduce misconceptions and prejudice. On the other hand, it has also become
clear that the content needs to be expanded in order to provide more realistic
experiences.
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