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Non-parallel voice conversion using phonetically
structured acoustic models

ToMmoHIRO NoMoTo! and TETSUO KosAKAT!

‘We propose a non-parallel voice conversion method using phonetically struc-
tured GMMs as acoustic models. Non-parallel voice conversion is a voice con-
version method that does not use a parallel data set consisting of utterance
pairs for model training. The novelty of this study is to introduce a phonet-
ically structured GMM, where parameters of a Gaussian pdf are estimated
separately depending on the type of phoneme, in non-parallel voice conversion.
By using the phonetically structured GMM, phoneme specific information can
be used for voice conversion. Therefore, it is expected to improve sound quality
of converted voices. In this paper, we investigate on the objective and subjec-
tive evaluations of voice conversion with conventional GMMs and phonetically
structured GMMs.
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1. [T L &I

BIEHEOLEME T 2 EMD— DIz, HEAHNH 5. HELBREIE, HDHIEENE
U Em 2 O DRITERT 2 TH 5. FELHOREMLTEL LTZa—R Ty
IRy IED X7 7 V=7 MVETALEWETED 22T 05, BIETIRINS
DFk & i U e D SRR R LB AT R 5, RAEMNHET IV (GMM:Gaussian
Mixture Model) % W72 D) A~ & 72> TV 5.

GMM %W AEEAHR T, SHEBMEZ ERAHOMIEERADEIC & > THEWY
BETVEHETS. GMM OEBFIRIIZEE T — L > TEBOBEMMFEL, KEL
ST TAHNFEE L IEMFNFEH I NS . WS FE IO TR E & N REEE O H— D F5
(MFNFFE) T GMM 2%8T5FETH S, —MINITWFIFRE 2 H W72 B E A
FHEORWEENTERTVWEEDLNTWS. LHL, GMM O¥E DIz KD
FKin e HAERTIBEND D20, TTFIVDERBHNEES & WS RERH 5.

ZAUIR L, FENHIFE TSR 2 AW GMM 0%FE 2175, JEUSIFEE I &
LAME U EE IR U CEENEL R DR TV, 2B T —ROMEMBED L VD
MEADH 5. BEKOHOIEWIIFBEIREINT VB D, B Y OFHEIL, i
DEOFFTOEHTHIFZ L VERENESND L INT VWS,

F7z, RO GMM I & 2 FEEMOMEMRE LT, SERVEDREAMIZI TAR
VY ZENTOWBRRDDSRNE VD ZENEITS5NE. B TIE, B EEDFE
CRADMIZEHINTLUEY, EHRAZTIZEZBINTVWAHEELIEITSNT W, &
T L, XS TREZITLIZFEE LA GMM 2 HWTER ATV, BAROREZE R
THEAMH ELAZEBESN TS, TS OEBMPEIAIIFHIE IS EDTH 72
2, FEWFFEFIZBWTH, HTRITLIZCMM 2%8 T3 2 L TUEFRIZOWTHEGI
WZEMAEITD Z W TE, JOBEOHVWEREZITALEEZOND.

ZZT, KW TIE, SEEBOEREZ LD L7 GMM Z2IEWHMEFIZ L D EKRL, A
BEBOBE A LIEEZ L 2HNE TS, Z0REDIZ, SEEREZH W GMM D%
BRIV T O 2ITS. £72, SEEHREZAVTIZFEE L2 GMM I & 5 FHEZ
EDHIEREFTS.

2. FUNZBRICLZFERMOFIE
ARRZETIE, FRAMSEIIC & ZFHEEROFEL LT, XY OFHEEAVS. ZHOK
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Fig.1 Procedure for creating GMMs

2.1 GMM DR

2.1.1 GMM-UBM O%&E

BEEMRZME TV (GMM:Gaussian Mixture Model) & 1%, ERZ MO EREGDE
WEOERINZETIVTHS. 72, GMM-UBM(GMM-Universal Background Model)
&, FREZROFTEDORKBOHTN SFEHSN GMM OZ L THLH. AWIAETIHE, Z
O GMM % AW TEHEERHEET L, GMM-UBM %489 % MAP @S & 0 i
BIHEL, ZEIZAWS.

HBER x= 1,72, ,xq)T BPEZONZLE, MEOTERMHENEFNOREGEA
% i, OEERT MV, KDBATHEENTN 1, B &5 D8, AR o OREESHEIT
BapmE LTRATELINS.
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p@) =) aiN(@;pi, T) (1)

i=1

T, ZFRAEA o WATOXE2H-T

M
dai=1, ai>0 (2)
i=1

TPz, N(ws e, 8:) BEAR TR & 5%, Ty, SHEEDEATI] S DS ROTERDAT
H5.

N (@3 i, 51) = xp(—5 (@ — i) 'S (1 — i) 3)

1
V (2m)% (5]

2.1.2 GMM-UBM O E 7 /Lt
AEBEAICIE, BHMOTTEEED GMM &, HRIEHDO GMM BHBETHD. 7z, ik
TEH T AELHUCIC L BFELEMEITS -0121F, TTEEH & WREED GMM DOHEEHFE
UThIBENRHL. I T, GMM-UBM % LifZ P REHDOEHCHMIGT S 2T
il —DR§&E %2 FDOiEE#H O GMM, WRFEED GMM 21T 5. AL TIE, #INEIC
MAP T % V5. MAP #tE, HHERREAE (MAP #5E) 2 VT8 T A -4
PEFETELTFETHY, UTOXRTTEERS ML EEHT 5.
/ T N;

+

;= i i 4
Hi Ni+7'u Ni+7'6 )

ZZT, pild GMM-UBM O ¥ Fv 27 A i DRADEHEEZRLTWD., £72, N;, e 13,
AVTY IR ORI E I NIEIET — ROV Y TVRE VA TH S, 7 IZHTHHED
B2 KT NTA—XT, EBTEZOSNS.

2.2 FEZHLE

FEAHI ORNE, K 210RT. FEAMTE, ETALEH L TERINELT
W, ANTTARNSLE 0 2T 5. TD%, BN HETHERS NTikE &g
FED GMM ZHWTANT TA N T L2EWMT 5. £7-, JahE & NREEE OIHEAR W
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Fig.2 Procedure of voice conversion

BIZKELENDH BB, THEEADO Z2TOEEMATE L LMEEOBEHS T 57
N B7z8, f0IZDWTIEIEEH & HREEE OHIET — X O 10 ORBCE % VT A
2175, TOXSITUTESMUIEZ AT TA LT L5 MLSA 7 4 V&Y &KL, £
TN 0 P OMER L 2RI 2 BB I 5 Z L THEREAKT 5.
DTRTI, AVTTANTLE 0 OFEBLBIZDOWTHRAR S,
2.2.1 AVREREICLZEFEEMR
HYAFESUCIT & BRI, XY THVWSWTWAEMTEDO —~D2TH5. b5
TV—Lt BB ANEHEORYEE ¢ LItHEICHEIGINZET LS, RAUTLVE
REBMRE2HET B IR % BIRT 5.
m = arg maxp(ile)  (i=1,2,---,M) (5)
ZIT, i EAHEDA YTy 2 ATHY, MIZEFTVOREETHS. £z, plilx) IFAN
R o T A0 i DEBIEETH S, ZOESIZLTHEINAZERDGIZRT S
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JhahE & NREEE DREEIZOWT, BAFORM D LD,

T—m _ Y~ P ()
T - Y
on Om

ZZT, po ¥, ffE, THEOmIZEEGOESERL, EHED 2,y ldkEhTh
TEitE, MREEDNRTRA—RTHBHIE2RLTVS., [oT, Tit&H L ARGFEHEDET
WD, VT v 7 A m ORGICHET BRI, X TEX5N15.

_Tm y _Om o
F@ﬂ——J%w+4%z i Hm (7)

7720, R(6) R (7) IF, TalhHE L HRFEEDETANAUMETH D Z L 2HiHEE LT
W3, fitoT, ZOEHBFIEIE, 2.1 HOHETHL GMM-UBM 2 5i#)s L 72E FIVET
D UASH

2.2.2 EBEXRREKBOLH

ARRZECIEIEL ¢ 1231 B I0EE O 10 158 p™ %R CRILZH L &I W 5.

Pt = exp(lnpf® — p) 4 pt) (8)

ZZc, p®), ) xEnEh, GMM OEIEHHZ W tiEH, WREEEDFEFED 0
TR E NBERL 72BOFEER L TWS.

3. EFB\EEER L7 GMM

fEkD GMM OREA L LT, HE ML ORZOENERHAT LI NTERNE NS
ZeEFonD. HIAIE, H2BEEDET/a) L MOFEE DR o/ ENNER S N TH
BEIh25E60H5. Zhik, TEIVTFI7AMNOEREERLU CREHEL2T->T05 7
OTH5. ZDLD7% GMM T, 1 DDREGICEBOEEDOEHRINLINTLE S /2
B, TRILOFMLEVIEEEINTLUES. - T, /KD GMM TIHFERME
HRERBT LI LIITETH, SHEEAOEMERIT LI LIETERV

ZOMEIZH L, TREMIGEREHE A0 ANHE AW GMM 12 & D EREEDF
WaERRT B AEIMREINRTWS, FlzE, Y Tk, SHEEE MM % 3E#0
DT U H—ETFIVZHWEEGE, MO GMM &0 HMHEENRM ELZEHEL TS, X
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B XEEE BT AW D, FHEABIIBWTHER T LITH & #EE L 72 GMM
EHWSZ LT, EREBOEHEZRIT LI LNTE, HiEAH LT 22 2RI 5.
$oT, ABETRE, XEY OIMFEELBMTHRI 1 B & HEME GMM OF M
DWTHRE %2175, AT TIE, S#EME GMM OMZEIZ DOWTHHL 2%, ko GMM
& G FEME GMM OFER TV TV ZLIZDWTERS.

3.1 FHFRMEE GMM OHE

HENE GMM X, 774 AV MIEDBONEZTIRVT—R LT AV M T—X %R
HUT, BRI IC¥P%2175 GMM TH . kD GMM & FHREE GMM OERE
Z, M3, K4iTRe

HRA  HEB XA WXB
\éyﬁﬁiac$¥<§y

iLﬁ%éWE?%

BEDMAFRITHIEG
4 HHEME GMM OER ik
Fig.4 Procedure for creating Phonetically
Structured GMM

DTETRITIEXG
B3 fEKD GMM DR AR

Fig.3 Procedure for creating conventional GMM

D GMM TiE, SHEEE2EEZRUERIHTEE UL, D208 L Tomk
ZERINEY, TEA2ETMMET S, 20D, BT UL EELEROMAHN 10 11T L
. ZHITH U TEZRME GMM T, ERE2ERBMNTHEIL, SR LI m
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BEFTL. ZTOHK, REZRONMEZ 1 D2DEFIVIZE L GMM IZEHd 5, HHEME
GMM #%A{ERT 272D IEER G2 SRR NTNT 272D T RVTF =R T A Y
FF = RRBEE LN, FEHOEVWEREZRAT Sk, HTHEREEFOHEREE, L
DEEFETEIENTES.

3.2 kD GMM OERT7ILITY X A

Bekd GMM X, RD & 5 RFIETIERT .

1) #P5F—22k%E 1 DOERIHTRHEA
2) EFNAESE
3) AU T TNV OEEYE
4) 2, 3 BAREOEABIZET 5L THIIEL

BERD GMM TIRET, 2EFFOFEET— X% 1 DOEBRDMHTERHRT S, WKIZ, 94
ZEMIDEIL, DAVEMLAZEFLVEHWTEHOSSREF -2 2%8 L, E0460DF
¥, N, BEEAZEHTL. INZ2HEORABICET 2 THRVIEL, GMM % /ER
5. MUBETIE, FIH1 0FEE2WHYEYE, FIH3 OHBRESBICET S ETORYE %
WY, HEEREBIOEL - BOBEEE 2 RREHLTIR LTV,

3.3 EHEEE GMM OERTILTY XA

HHEME GMM 1%, RO XS RFIHTERINS.
(1) FENRTA=ZR, INVT—K, T AV NT—XEFHLEZ, BhvLaTETIL

(HMM:Hidden Markov Model) O ¥ 3555 % [ € L T OHI¥H

(2) HMM @ Viterbi 7L 3 ZLIT & % H KB 2 EE L e\ 5y
(3) HMM % 1REBOEE TV AFMITEL (F - 3D ASR)
(4) CGMM OEA¥H

HEMBEEGCMM TIRET, 774 AV MIEVEREINZTIRLT =R 2T AV bF—
R ERFFEL U THWT, $EITLIZHMM 228735, Hi\WT, IV TF—XDA
EHWT, SRBERZECETICHEMFEE2T). ZZETTHERILIIAMABHEEINT
W57z, HMM OES %KD GMM NOEHEITS. 20L&, SOV L 5RO
fEOAZEZIRL, EAIDOWTITENYIZEZ 5. &EIZ, GMM OFKEADEADHEE %17
5. ZOB, SO EFTIZDOWTIFEE LR,

F7z, B4 HiOMEE GMM & FHEEE GMM O HIRER T, HMM % GMM 124
L, 2T —XTGMM OEAER 2T -BICHEHILEET>TWS., 2F0, FIH1~4
ZF 10 IGMM #E | OATIT>TWwWad. Thid, /EREL Oz TS> & L,
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ISR DM ERIZ 2720 TH D, —F, &5 HOREGRLIRBROMNTIEX, M50k
12, HMM O ¥ $#I5 %2475 7212 GMM IZEH# L, #EinT — X CEHAEE21ToT W5,
2F0, M50 HMM ] O TFIE 1, 2 2170, [GMM ~NEH# ), TEAFE ] B
STFEIE3, 4 %17T>oTWE. ZNid, BEBEHNS =56, DESEOKWS ML HE
RINIIZLK KRB EZONDEZOTHS. HMM O F FiHIG 21T &, ZEEGDEMAIX
GMM & D& KEL 25720, HEFHEDEONAMIIOVWTHHEIEI NPT R LEX
5hb.
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4.1 ERBREFH
FHLUZSEOOMEME2%E 112, GMM-UBM OFE MM U %85 — X O#E %
#21ZmR7. F£72, GMM-UBM Oi#)agef: & 5Hli7 — X DM £ 3 1I2RT. £ 3 OFF
F4D M015, FO15 IXEEEDOHBAFESTTH O, M AHME, F B, HFErEGaoEsr
KLU TWS. €K% GMM fEEROBRIE, #IA%2E 5 [, wp#d 3 [, B4 E 5 [T
BaiTo7-. £/, BEBUL, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32 & 2 DfFHTHEINEE, 3B5RADET IV
ZUERL 72, & FEME GMM ER OB, #1I%H 5 [, #kE%H 5 FT HMM 2 /Ek L
7-. HMM O #£81% 35, REHC- BABIX 1 2 Uz, £72, HMM 25 GMM 1IZ£8# L
FEDEAZLEIIFEE T — 2 2L, 5 REE 2T 7.

xR1 EFEDHEMN
Table 1 Analysis conditions
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Fig.5 Procedure of HMM adaptation

4. fEkE GMM & EHRBEE GMM DMHRELLER

RREIETH 5 E R G GMM OEANEHEET 5728, HHEME GMM 2/ L7256
&, THERMEEHVTICEE U ZRBESHEDO GMM 2 U256 0L SR O, BHHF
fill e O FBFEAMNZ & 2 g% 17 - 7=

DR T 16KHz

Pagiih ] 5msec

I3 78 25msec

B Hamming
FFT E 1024
R DR AWIT TANT L

RS D RTTE 19 &
JEBUERE S T A — & 0.42

£ 2 T R2OFHM
Table 2 Details of training data

FET— X
I—RR || A LT EA D — <A (JNAS)
ik B4k 5 4, # 10 4
S KAEE 150 Fi
it 1528 FEh

4.2 @ A&
4.2.1 B H T M

AW TIE, BEFHiOREE LT, AVT 72 NS A (MCD) Z2H\w5. MCD i3,
EHEINERLHESROMREEZRTHIETH Y, FELHIEEORBINZEEL LTX
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%® 3 GMM-UBM OSSN &3l 7 — X O FH
Table 3 Adaptation conditions of GMM-UBM and details of evaluation data

BT — &
i Mo015, F015
Fhih ZEh# 50 Faik
e St
BLITVSES MAP %
HEAMNT A=K 1 10
HHINT A—X YR NV
Eg=ImE 5
S 7 — &
i Mo015, F015
FhihE #Ah#F 103 Fak
(85— &, LT —XIZ Open)

CHWSNS., ANV TANS AFEMZ, UTORXRTEHEINS.

10

MED = log 10

ZIT, mh & mS IFEESEEEEBEED AT TA NS LD dIROEEEERT. HEE
fiCix, £ 3 OFEMHE 103 KFEXD AN TA NS LAFHOFEIZ & 0 L TW5.

4.2.2 F E T M

EBFM L UC, HEREICHERIE CMM & E#E S CMM 2NN TER L - AFEEN
BOEHEZBEL, 1~5 D5 BTG L TH 55 MOS i 247 - 7-. FMBEE, [T
R R OBMERD T, FHE  MEPTHNODLRE] D2 THD. £/, i
FEE LT, &3 OFMMEEH 103 G0N, ki SHEMBEETNTN 40 K55, 380 %K
FEEMH Uz, 72, 40 HEEOWRIE, Bl S 2 20 Fah, 2iE» S B 20 FifTcdh
5. BEIrSZEOGFTE LT, S BEOEF X, KHENBPRIUEREZHHLEZ. Zhs
DOEMT, BfTFEICHEELRN TRV 20 ROBTFEE 16 B2 LTFFAEL 4, 50 RDH
M 14, 5t 18 AR NRIZEREIT- 7.

4.3 ERERRUER

PERTE LAREHED, FHEE 103 KETEDO AN TA NS LEHOYE %2, £41257T. &
FEDD, TEHENREFOR#MY, REIPSDOUERERLTHE. £/, THEL
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BEOFEHFEA T 2K 6~K 9 1ZRT. I T7HDOT T —N—T 95%EHRMEE L
%

%4 RERELREED AN T FA L T AEMEO T [dB]

Table 4 Average of mel cepstrum distance of conventional method and proposed method[dB]

THEAE | MkE CMM | FERE GMM || dER
B, S | 0.360 0.308 0.271 12.0%
2D S B | 0.346 0.287 0.270 5.9%
40 - 40 -
35 - I I 35 -
3.0 3.0 I
8 g ' I
= 25 25
20 * 20 -
15 15
e % RE* k& RBEX

7 HHEOWEHRaT (B S L)
Fig.7 Mean opinion score of sound quality
(Male to Female)

6 TREEDOYEZ T (B 5 4hk)
Fig.6 Mean opinion score of intelligibility
(Male to Female)

FAERDE, Bl SRVE, lEr o BT, fEkik & Hlg U TIREER DRI UGS
LTWa., WEETRBM» o XMDHIKRE L, MERELHEL T 12%0WEPR SN
i3, MR SBMETIR 5.9% L WES R onahr o7z, LrL, BiEr S, Loih
S HBMEIZ, HHEME GMM 2 W AR £ s HAs R ok, £z, K6~H
92RB L, BSOS, Wi SHENIIC, THELEEPERIIEEZELTWVWDE I LN
DhB.

BAEE D, FHEGHO GMM %\ BT, B, SEEH LI 5 Rk
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40 - 40 -
35 - 35 -
I

30 + 30 +
§ I § I
25 + 25

20 | 20 | 1

15 1.5

sk Rk sk Rk

8 TMEDEHAIT (LMHsHMH) 9 HEOVEHAaT (WS HM)

Fig.8 Mean opinion score of intelligibility
(Female to Male)

Fig.9 Mean opinion score of sound quality
(Female to Male)

EHOWEABRRWHERBE SN, fEoT, JEAUFIFBELHIIBWT, FHEME GMM %
AWADRENEEEZONS.

ORABICETY BiRE

RN T, AEABIZB W TERBENEHTH D Z LW MEND SNns, FIfiOERIL
35WED GMM IZ K DB TH 72728, BHREFROREIERL Bro7z. £ T, G
FEOMER EDTs, EHIZMHEHT 5 GMM ORER PRS2 BINX S TEREZT- -,

5.1 EBRFH

AEFRTIZ, HMM OREERCE 3REL L, SREBOEEGHE 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32, 64
ISz, F7z, BEAFBILHEISHIHEIET — X 2T -7z, PRI, Y%
B 5al, @bEY 5 A, BEFE 5N, EAYE 5 EE L. FET— X 0dnRM, ¥
flir — ZEIIRHDOEREF L TH 5.

5.2 ERERRUER

BEABIZBIIBZEBEFED AT TA S 5 LDV %2, £5I2RT

£5&2R22, BEM, ZHMLC, BEREMNSE2 L HM»E/A L~ /2, BE
Barminxsgs e, HOPCEBEHEOEENCHEIOE D HKDRHKELEZ., Z0X5%k
FERIZIMo R E LT, UBM OAFMPEEEEIZIAPNTUE, BIGH D £ {IThbhis

5. BEF#MEiE GMM DIRFES
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%5 KEABICBYBEHREHD AT TA R T LEHEO T [dB)
Table 5 Average of mel cepstrum distance for each number of mixture components[dB]

1REG | 28HE | 4RA | 8EA | 16 BA | 32 HA | 64 A
B S Lk 0.267 0.305 0.319 0.325 0.333 0.340 0.340
D S Bk 0.273 0.284 0.297 0.306 0.310 0.311 0.312

Mozl eEZ LMD, flZIE, UBM OSMG»BLTHNZGE, BGESE A THER%
To7561E UBM O BMICHY T 2 0m M1 N E 0, OHICHY T 206 8RS
BWEEZOND. R, XMEEE B THRLUZHEEBEOSMGAENRNEER S
N3, ZOE5BETNTEENSLUADEHREIT 256, EFRIEA DETLVORME
AT 2005, BOETLDHEIGINTWRWEEOOHIZIEFRILI NG 20D, 12T
AEIEAMURLRE. ZOLDIHRBRD, EROET NV THREL TWREELRD 5.

6. i e SERDRE

BE—REICHACSNT VWS GMM IZH D FEABOMENE LT, EERZ V0N
HFIZZTAR) VT EINEDRBDNERNE NS ZEeREF 5N, AR TR ORME
ANDT Tua—F L LT, XY OIAFIFHELBRTIEIIB VT EREME GMM 2E AL,
ARAMOKRE 217> 7. TORE, HFHEME GMM %2 AW WA & R L T, 81T,
FEIAMOWHIZBNWTHENR SN, TOZ ens, FEWFIFEEHIZ BT HEM
EGMM Z2HWS Z L 3hHREOEMAELH 2 Z e ENrD SN, LU, BEHE
BN 7=5E, AV AT LEMFEAL, S HEOREN TGS IR D S BHEHN
FE LTz, ZD7o, BUEOFETIE, ZH LR LIZRADRWEEZ SNh5.

ZOMBEARMRIL, ZHBEEZA LITIDONSBOPETHS. T0RODHELL
T, SAT(Speaker Adaptive Training)'") OEAME X 55, SAT IFFHHEIETED —
DTHY, JHEBINDPNEZ/AGE DDA VNI FNREFIVCEBLUEGEZTS>Z 2T
BEEFHEONGEFLOTHIGT A2TETH S, SAT XTI FHERIRICB T B FIELED, X
B2 QXS ITEELHIIB I AEREERLUEZRTEH D, RFRIZBWTHEME L E
Aohb.
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